Wyoming
A profile of its children

Strengthening business through
effective investments in children and youth

Understanding the facts about children in Wyoming illustrates why smart, proven
investments in Wyoming’s children and youth are critical to protecting
Wyoming’s competitive edge in a global marketplace.
"Success in manufacturing and business today isn't about widgets and conveyor belts.
Success is driven by employees who have the brain power to make independent decisions
and solve problems. Research shows that 90% of a child’s brain develops in the first 5 years
of life. So in order to have the skilled workforce our nation needs, we - all of us - must invest
in high quality early childhood programs. To do something less puts our economy at risk." -

Children in
Wyoming i
 138,323 children (under the age of 18) live in the state;
 17,000 children (13%) live in poverty (about $24,008 or less for a family of four);
 8,000 children (6%) live in extreme poverty (about $12,004or less for a family of four);
 27 percent of children live in a household with only one parent.
 62 percent of all children under age six have all available parents in the labor force.
Early Childhood ii
 Approximately 1,514 children participate in the federally-funded Head Start program;
However;
 Only 8 percent of 3-year-olds and 11 percent of 4-year-olds were enrolled in Head Start
or a special education preschool program. There is no state-funded pre-kindergarten
program;
School Readiness iii
 Math:
o 52 percent of
o 65 percent of
 Reading:
o 59 percent of
o 64 percent of

fourth graders are below grade level in math;
eighth graders are below grade level in math.
fourth graders are reading below grade level;
eighth graders are reading below grade level.

Graduation Rates iv
 23 percent of high school students do not graduate on time with a high school diploma,
 Only 22 percent of high school graduates met the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks
in all four core areas: English, Reading, Mathematics, and Science. v
 By 2020, 65 percent of jobs in Wyoming will require a postsecondary education; only 58
percent of working age adults currently have that level of education. v i
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